
The Pecking Order of Stand-On Privileges
A Guide to Vessel Privileges Under the Navigation Rules

Quick Rule: 
The higher a vessel appears on this list, the more other vessels are generally expected to stay clear when 

circumstances require.*

1. NOT UNDER COMMAND (NUC)
Unable to maneuver because of an exceptional circumstance such as steering or propulsion failure.

2. DISABLED OR DISTRESSED VESSEL
A vessel requiring assistance or displaying recognized distress signals.

3. RESTRICTED ABILITY TO MANEUVER (RAM)
Restricted by its work: dredging, surveying, buoy tending, cable laying, etc.

4. CONSTRAINED BY DRAFT (CBD)
Typically large commercial vessels restricted by available water depth.

5. COMMERCIAL FISHING VESSEL
Actively engaged in fishing that restricts maneuverability.

6. SAILBOAT UNDER SAIL
Operating solely under sail. Using an engine makes it a powerboat.

7. POWERBOAT
Most recreational and commercial motorized vessels.

8. SEAPLANE
Expected to keep clear of vessels whenever practical.

9. PADDLE VESSELS

Kayaks, canoes, and paddle-boards have no special privileged status under the Rules.

Memory Aid
NUC -> Distressed -> RAM -> CBD -> Fishing -> Sail -> Power -> Seaplane -> Paddle

Common Day Shapes
NUC: Two Balls | RAM: Ball-Diamond-Ball | CBD: Cylinder | Fishing: Cones Together

*Important Safety Reminder
No vessel has an absolute right-of-way. Navigation Rules assign responsibilities designed to prevent 

collisions. Every operator must take whatever action is necessary to avoid an accident.




